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Yoshisuke Satake* : A strange plant of Eriocaulaceae 
collected in Gunma Pref., Japan 
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Fig. 1. Paepalanthus kanaii Satake. Type caxl. 
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Fig. 2. Paepalanthus kanaii Satake. 1-3. Male flower: 

1, sepal: 2, petals expanded: c, filament: p, rudimentary 
pistil: 3, anther. 4-6. Female flower: 4, sepal: 5, petal: 

6. pistil: o. ovary: s, style: b, style-branch; n, 
stigma: a, appendages of style. 7. Apical cell of hair 
on the margin of female petal. 1-6, caxl3. 7, caxlSO. 
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* % * * 

A strange plant of Eriocaulaceae was collected by H. Kanai in 1959 at the 
vicinity of Yunohana hotspring near the source of the River Tone in Gunma 
Prefecture of Central Japan. The specimen preserved in the Herbarium of 
University of Tokyo resembles Eriocaulon sexangulare L. at a glance, but its 
leaves, vaginas, peduncles and involucral bracts are more or less pilose. 
After dissecting the flowers in detail, I found that the specimen is not of 
Eriocaulon. The characters different from Eriocaulon are as follows : 1) three 
male petals are connate into a funnel, except the apical lobules without gland; 
2) three female patals are free and have no gland; 3) stamens are three 
and anthers are oblong and white; 4) noticeable rudimentary pistil is placed 
at the bottom of the male flower; 5) style is short, thick, and furnished 
with three long style-branches; stigmata are often bifid; 6) three style-appen¬ 
dages stand at the apex of the style; 7) hairs on the apical margins of floral 
bracts, sepals, and female petals have obtuse apices and granular inner wal- 
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Is. According to Ruhland, Hutchinson, and Hamann, the genus comprising 
those characters is referred to Paepalanthus. So I regard our plant as a new 
species of Paepalanthus. 

Paepalanthus kanaii Satake, sp. nov. 

Perennis? Rhizoma breve, ca. 2 cm in diametro. Folia linearia, subcrassa, 
5-7 cm longa, ba-si 5 mm lata, apice sensim angustata, utrinque et margine 
pilosa. Vaginae anguste tubulosae, ca. 2 cm longae, apice oblique truncatae 
dense pilosae. Pedunculi 9-11 cm longi, non torti, 4-costati, pilosi. Capitula 
globosa, 5-6 mm in diametro, dense pilosa; bracteae involucrantes ovatae, apice 
acuminatae, 2.0-2.5 mm longae, dense pilosae. Receptaculum glabrum. Brac¬ 
teae flores atrofuscae, obovato-oblongae, 2.0-2.5 mm longae, apice acutae vel 
acuminatae, margine pilosae. Flos 5 : sepala 3, libera, oblanceolato-spathulata, 
atrofusca, ca. 2 mm longa, apice obtusa, pilosa; petala albo-membranacea in 
tubum campanulatum connata, ca. 2 mm longa, glabra, apice trilobulata, lobulis 
triangularibus eglandulosis; stamina 3, petalis opposita et exserta, antheris 
albidis, oblongis; pistillum rudimentum triplex, apice papillosum. Flos $ : 
sepala 3, libera, obovato-oblonga, atrofusca, ca. 2 mm longa, apice obtusa, 
pilosa; petala 3, libera, anguste oblonga, albida, ca. 2 mm longa, apice obtusa 
pilosa eglandulosa; ovarium tricoccum, ca. 1 mm longum; stylus brevis, 
apice triramulosus et triappendiculatus clavatus; stigmata saepe bifida. Semina 
ignota. 

Nom. Jap. Okutone-hoshikusa (nov.). 

Hab. Japan. Near Okutone-ko, Minakami-cho, Tone-gun, Gunma Prefecture, 
Honshu (H. Kanai, July 31, 1959-type in Herb. Tl). 


□Yoshikazu Emoto : The Myxomycetes of Japan 
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